NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
upon Arabs to rise and die for their fatherland For the most
part, Al-'Ahd seemed to be composed of young men: doctors,
lawyers, schoolmasters (a number of whom had been dismissed
in the winter of 1919 for too violently proclaiming their anti-
British sentiments) and the like. Nevertheless, while the mem-
bers may have been unimportant individually, collectively
they were important. The moderates, as is usually the case,
held their peace and remained passive. Al-Ahd> on the other
hand, being \vell organized and having definite aims, gained
the ear of the populace.1
It became evident that the society in Mosul was in contact
with members of the parent society in Dair az-Zur and beyond,
and that the Mosulis were prepared to rise should any opportun-
ity be given them by the Sharifian forces. In late March, 1920,
the first definite reports that the Arab Government intended to
attack M5sul were received and throughout April and May the
tension increased. Outside Mosul, the Shammar Jarba under
'Ajll al-Yawar, Michal al-Faris Bunaiyan, Hamaidi and others,
the Khabur Jubur under Muslat, the 'Albu Nimr, the 'Aqaidat
and other tribes2 were rendering life and property unsafe.
From April onwards, the concentration of tribal raids on
military supply-camps and on military convoys between the
Shargat rail-head and Mosul pointed to other purposes than
mere desire for loot, and to a higher control than that of tribal
shaikhs. The methods employed seemed to indicate that the
former officers of Faisal's Arab Army had not forgotten the
tactics used by Colonel Lawrence and his fellow officers against
the Turkish lines of supply in the Hijaz and in Syria. Instead of
1 The Society was admitted by the authorities to be extremely well organized
(Ibid., p 5). Not until late May was the Government able to identify definitely
even a few of the leading members.  Of the other two patriotic societies, the
Haras (the continuation of the pre-war secret society) and the Hillal, nothing
was known to the authorities except the names.
2  For locale and strength of these tribes* Note on Nomad Tnbes, by Major
J. I. Eadie; Note on Tnbes and Shaikhs of 'Anah-Albu Kama! Districts', Arab
Tribes of the Baghdad Wtlayet, Note on Tnbes for General Staff-, and Handbook
of Mesopotamia^ pp  110 ff.
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